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New room at the inns

® in a flurry of building,
Island hoteliers are
adding properties
aimed at the lucrative
corporate traveler

BY JAMIE HERZLICH
SPEC T0 MEWSEAY

The [sland's first La Quinta
Inn 15 slated to open its doors
in March in BEohemia.

A Hampton Inn will follow
this spring at the former heli-
port site in Garden City.

And developers of a Court-
rard by Marriott and a Towne-
Mace Suites by Marriott arc
pushing for a December open-
ing in East Farminpdale.

The four hotels will add 525
rooms [0 the local market this
vear — a significant boost from
last year, when only B9 rooms
camse on line with the opening
of the Holiday Inn Express in
Riverhead, according to Island
Publications, a Mewsday subsid-
fary that tracks the local indus-
try. It noted that at least eight
more properties totaling L0055
more rooms are tentatively
scheduled ta open in 2007 and
2008, {Island Publications con-
ducts tourism market research
and produces monthly visitors
guides.)

An improving market
Regional tourism officials a-
wribute the uptick in construc-
tion 1o an improving lodging
market, particularly for busi-
ness (raveiers. Healthier occn-
pancies are making developers
more oplimistic about the fu-
ture and. in turn, spurring
growth, not only across the fs-
lased bt throughout the nation,
53y tourism expe
I fact, room starts — the num-
ber of hotel rooms under con-
struction — are expected to
jump nationwide from 77,100 in
20005 ey 123,300 in 2006, aceord-
ing to PricewaterhouseConpers’
quarterly forecasts, The mumbet
peaked at 159,000 in 1993,
“We've seen . . . substantial

orcupancy  inereases,  which
cause developers, lenders and
others to have confidence th
positive rends will continue,”
i Bjorn Hanson, global hospi-
tality industry partner for Price-
witerhouscCoopers in Manhiat-

ram,

The pccupancy rate nation-
wide i predicted to increase to
nd.] percent this year from 63
percent in 2005, according to
Hangon, On Long Island, the
rate last year through Novemn-
ber (latest available figures)
was 083 percent, compared (o

67,8 percent for the same peri-
od In 2004, according te Hend-
ersonville, Tenn-based Smith
Travel Research,

Still, some horeliers are wor-
riad that the increase in inven-
tory will offset improving oceu-
pancies.

“Chwiously, mare supply is
godng 1o hurt, because the occu-
pancies are still not to 154992000
fevels," savs Mike Johnston, pres-
ident of the Long Island Hotel
and Lexiging Association and
aeneral manager of the Long [s-
land Marriatt in Uniondale, In







